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Editorial

This issue of Archeologické rozhledy is devoted to the study of early ironworking and
brings you some of many papers presented at the highly successful international conference
Iron in Archaeology: Bloomery Smelters and Blacksmiths in Europe and Beyond which
was held in Prague in 2017 and was organized in honour of Professor Radomir Pleiner.

The date of the conference was not chosen at random, but because 2017 was the 50" anni-
versary year of the Comité Pour la Sidérurgie Ancienne (CPSA). Founded by Radomir
Pleiner in 1966 and active since 1967, the CPSA represents the oldest and one of the most
important platforms for bringing together specialists in research on early ironworking.
The greatest credit for this goes to Pleiner who was the secretary of the CPSA for nearly
40 years. During thistime he was al so the editor of the CPSA Communications, published
twiceyearly in Archeologické rozhledy until 2002. The Communications, totalling 67 issues,
contain reports on conferences, excavations, scientific work and other research, and, above
all, abstracts of publications. Thus, in the pre-internet era, the Communicationswere a cru-
cial source of information in the field of the archacometallugy of iron. The CPSA was also
involved in twenty-one conferences which were organised under its auspices. The first such
conference was held at Schaffhausen in 1970 and the last one at Uppsalain 2001. In 2002,
a flood badly affected the Institute of Archaeology in Prague and completely destroyed the
CPSA archive kept in Pleiner’s basement office. This resulted in the activity of the CPSA
being interrupted for sometime. Pleiner continued to hold the post of secretary until 2004,
when Janet Lang became the new secretary. Despite her enormous effort the CPSA activity
declined, mainly because of the changes in the method of retrieving information due to
the development of the internet. In 2015, the CPSA was revived in a new format through
the pages of Academia.edu (https://independent.academia.edu/CPSA) which serve both as
an archive of CPSA activity and publications and as a single location where scholars of ear-
ly ironworking and their papers can be found. The CPSA also aimsto revive the tradition
of scientific conferences focussed on the issue of early ironworking, starting with the 2017
Prague conference, which was held 30 years after Pleiner himself organized the CPSA
conference at Liblice near Prague. The next conference will bein Fribourg in 2021, organ-
ised by Vincent Serneels, who is now the President of the CPSA.

Although the papers published in this issue represent only a small sample of the con-
tributions to the Prague conference, they provide new information for improving our know-
ledge both of the history of early ironworking and of the developments in its study and
they bring a new impetus for further scientific discussion. We sincerely hope that you will
find these articles interesting and useful, and we should like to thank all the authors who
prepared their papers for this issue, as well as all the anonymous peer-reviewers whose
work contributed to its realisation.

Jifi HoSek and Peter Crew
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Tento svazek Archeologickych rozhledi je vénovéan studiu davné vyroby a zpracovani Ze-
leza. Pfinasi vybér z mnoha piispévkl prezentovanych na mezinarodni konferenci IRON
IN ARCHAEOLOGY: BLOOMERY SMELTERS AND BLACKSMITHS IN EUROPE
AND BEYOND, ktera probéhla v Praze roku 2017 k pocté profesora Radomira Pleinera.

Datum usporadani konference nebylo zvoleno ndhodné: na rok 2017 pripadlo padesati-
leté vyroci Comité Pour la Sidérurgie Ancienne (CPSA). Tento komitét, zaloZeny Rado-
mirem Pleinerem roku 1966 a aktivni od roku 1967, predstavuje nejstarsi a zaroven jednu
z nejvyznamnéjsich platforem sdruzujicich specialisty na vyzkum davného Zelezarstvi.
Nejvétsi zasluhu na tom ma samotny Pleiner, ktery byl sekretafem CPSA témér Ctyfticet let.
Béhem té doby byl rovnéz editorem CPSA Communications, publikovanych dvakrat rocné
v Archeologickych rozhledech az do roku 2002. Communications, celkové ¢itajici 67 vy-
dani, obsahuji zpravy o konferencich, archeologickych vyzkumech, védecké praci i dalsim
badani, a predevsim abstrakty publikaci. Ve své dobé tak Communications predstavovaly
na poli archeometalurgie Zeleza zcela zasadni zdroj informaci. CPSA je rovnéZ spjato
s 21 konferencemi, které byly organizovany pod jeho zastitou. Prvni probéhla roku 1970
v Schaffhausenu, posledni pak v roce 2001 v Uppsale. V roce 2002 byl Archeologicky Ustav
v Praze té€Zce zasaZen povodni, ktera zcela znicila archiv CPSA nachézejici se v Pleinerové
tare do roku 2004, kdy ho vystfidala Janet Lang. Navzdory jejimu enormnimu usili akti-
vity CPSA postupné ustaly, a to zejména v souvislosti se zménami v metodach ziskavani
informaci, je souvisely s rozvojem internetu. Cinnost CPSA byla obnovena v roce 2015
pres webové stranky Academia.edu (https://independent.academia.edu/CPSA), které slou-
Zi jako archiv jejich aktivit a publikaci, i jako misto, kde 1ze dohledat badatele pracujici
na poli ddvného Zelezafstvi a jejich prace. CPSA rovnéz usiluje o obnoveni tradice védec-
kych konferenci zaméfenych na problematiku davného Zelezarstvi, a to po¢inaje prazskou
konferenci, jezZ probéhla tficet let poté, co sim Pleiner zorganizoval obdobnou konferenci
v Liblici u Prahy. Dals{ konference bude usporadana ve Fribourgu roku 2021 Vincentem
Sernleelsem, sou¢asnym prezidentem CPSA.

Clénky z tohoto svazku AR predstavuji zdroj novych informaci prohlubujicich znalosti
dé&jin davného Zelezar'stvi i vyvoje jeho studia a pfinaseji nové podnéty v odborné diskusi.
Zavérem bychom radi podékovali jak autorim, tak recenzentiim, jejichZ prace prispéla
k realizaci tohoto svazku.

Jirf Hosek a Peter Crew



